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NOTES ON THE LIFE OF JAMES GRANT PRIOR
AND SUBSEQUENT TO HIS GOVERNOR-
SHIP OF EAST FLORIDA
[To the general reader of Florida history, James Grant
is but governor of British East Florida. Had the country
remained English for a few more decades, it might well have
been that those seven years held the most important service
of his long public life; for during that time he laid, in a wil-
derness, the sound foundation of a typical British colony. But
as that beginning came to naught; his governorship is only
the midpoint of a military career which began in 1741 as an
ensign and carried him to the rank of general in 1796.
A popular route of American tourists through the High-
lands of Scotland carries them along the River Spey and across
the Avon on an eighteenth century bridge. Ballindaloch estate
and castle 1 lie near at hand. Here James Grant was born in
1720, and here he died. This bridge, over which doubtless many
Floridians have passed without knowing who was its builder,
and the addition of a wing to the ancient castle were works of
his last years.
The source of these notes is largely family records and
correspondence, much of which is now in the British Museum
(Brit. Mus. Addit. MSS. 25405-15). Acknowledgment is made
to Sir Arthur Grant, Monymusk, Scotland, for assistance, and
to Mr. A. Macpherson Grant, of Broughton, Scotland, and Lon-
don, for the locating of, selecting, and commenting upon the
documents used.]
Lieutenant-Colonel James Grant, appointed gover-
nor of the newly-created province of East Florida on
November 1, 1763, was of an ancient Highland family,
the Grants of Rothiemurchus ; but his father, Colonel
William Grant, having bought the estate of Ballinda-
loch, 2 this was his birthplace and home. His mother,
Ann Grant, was a daughter of the chief of the clan,
so James was brought up in ‘a clannish atmosphere
1 “Ballindaloch, a splendid Scottish baronial castle:” Ency-
clopaedia Britannica, 11th ed., vol. 25, p. 646. See also, Dic-
tionary of National (British) Biography, vol. 22, p. 388.2 Of Celtic origin, meaning “house in a valley,” the castle
conforming to this description.
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which influenced his character. There was also a
military influence in his home, and this must have
had its effect in shaping his career: His father was
entrusted with the raising of a company of the 1st
Highland Regiment, the 42nd, or Black Watch ; 3 and
as this company was used at first only to keep the
peace locally, his home was to some degree its head-
quarters.
The earliest surviving mention of James is in 1730
when he is supplied with shoes, and it is not until
1737 that we read of his getting breeches or “cloaths,”
with linen shirts and ruffles, and by then he was in
college in Edinburgh reading for the law. His fa-
ther had died in 1733, his mother earlier; so, for a
 part of his childhood, he was an orphan. A few ref-
erences to his college fees, pocket money, and holidays
is all that is now known of these years. But such
studies did not appeal to him, for in December, 1740,
his friends wrote that they did not think he would con-
tinue them long; and in September, 1741, on becoming
an ensign in the 1st Highland Battalion, his long mili-
tary career began.
According to family tradition, James Grant was
a true Highlander-devoted to his men, whose lan-
guage he must have spoken, proud of his birth and his
clan, and though abroad for more than thirty years,
never forgetting his homeland ; ambitious and money-
seeking, he set himself out to win an estate, and even-
tually fate made him owner of his old home.
On October 24, 1744, he was commissioned captain
in the 1st Battalion, 1st Royal Scots, and soon saw
service in Flanders, fighting at Fontenoy, The bat-
talion returned to take part in the battle of Culloden,
but was again in Flanders during the campaigns of
1747-48. There is mention of his taking part in the
3 Family records. Dic. Natl. Biog. states that this was
James’s brother William.
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former battle in a letter written by his sister, Mrs.
Forbes, to Robert Grant of Tanmore:-
Dr Sir
May 14, 1745
I am just now favoured with yours which was most agree-
able to me for I have been since Saturdays night ye most
uneasie creature on hearth for fear of Jamie. Mr Stewart
came here straight from Edr [Edinburgh] and brought ye
news paper with him yt give an account of ye battle he assured
me that neither Brother 4 nor Mr. Forbes 5 was ther but as I
know Jamie was it gave me utmost pain yt I could get no
accounts of him. Mr. Stewart left Edr only fryday morning
and was here next night he says he made the quicker dispatch
he was afraid I would get accounts of the battle and not be
certain but Mr. Forbes and my brother was ther. . . .
Anne Forbes
The next year Grant started with an expedition to
America :-
(From Captain James Grant to Robert Grant
of Tanmore)
From on Board his Majesty’s Ship Superbe
June 24th 1746 at Sea three leagues from
St. Helier
Dear Tanmore 6
. . . . . . the Fleet is now under sail with a fair wind I hope
we shall have a favorable passage and shall be sorry not to
have another opportunity of writing to you till we arrive in
some part of America. . . . .
James Grant
But the expedition was recalled and sent to Ire-
land ; and later his regiment formed part of the force
raiding Brittany in September, 1746:-
Dear Tanmore
Cork December 5, 1746
I wrote my Brother by the first opportunity after we left
the Western Coast of France. . . . it is reported here that
4 Alexander Grant.
5 The writer’s husband.
6 It is a common custom of the Scots to call a man after
his farm or estate.
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H.R.H. 7 is to command the Army in Flanders & that a body
of Troops are to be sent over. . . . I should have been glad to
go to America and will be very well pleased to go to Flanders
but I must own I should be sorry to stay at home. . . Direct for
me under General St. Clair’s 8 care at London. . . . . . .
James Grant
- - I know you think that this wandering life of ours
is fit for nobody but idle young Fellows and Beggarly second
Brothers who are not worth a groat but I intend to have an
Estate before I die. . . . . .
Captain Grant was still aide-de-camp to General
St. Clair on the latter’s mission to Vienna in 1747 ;
and afterwards served some years in Ireland again.
In February, 1757, he became major in the newly
raised 77th or Montgomery Highlanders and was de-
tailed on recruiting duty:-
(From Mrs. Grant, sister-in-law of James Grant, to
Robert Grant of Tanmore)
Edr Febr. ye 17th 1757
Sir
I hade yours of the 5th yeasterday and fancy you’ll have
heard from or seen Major Grant before this reach you. . . .
 The recruiting in every corner goes much better on than was
expected and I hope all the Major’s friends will exert them-
selves to assist him that he may not be behind with others.
I think its a Lucky time for the Country that men are demanded
when there is such a prospect of scarcity of victual. I am
affraid you have not recruited so many without taking some
men from their poor wives and children I dare say there is
not many spared out of Inveravon 9 I dont think it was much
overstocked. . . . . .
Penuil Grant
The regiment went to America as part of Am-
herst’s force and Grant served under Colonel Bouquet
in 1758 with General Forbes’s expedition against Fort
Duquesne (now Pittsburgh). At his own urgent re-
quest he led a reconnoitring party of 800 men to
secure necessary information. Rashly dividing his
7 The Duke of Cumberland.8 Capt. Grant was now aide-de-camp to Gen. St. Clair.9 The parish in which Ballindaloch is situated.
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force to draw the enemy into an ambuscade, he was
himself surprised and defeated, with the loss of one-
third of his men, Grant himself being taken prisoner. 10
In July, 1759, the Marquis of Montcalm, for the
French government of Canada, began negotiations for
exchange of prisoners, and on November 15 Major
Grant and more than two hundred others were for-
mally handed over to Amherst at Crown Point. 11 On
finding that Grant during his captivity had been con-
versant with the French officers, Lord Amherst di-
rected him to prepare a written; report on the state of
affairs in Canada for use in making plans for the cam-
paign of 1760. This he did with much care and at
great length.
In 1760 Grant became lieutenant-colonel of the
40th Foot and was sent with Col. Montgomery’s force
of 1200 men to the relief of the Carolinas, then threat-
ened by the Cherokees. In a fight at Echoe the Indi-
ans resisted stubbornly until attacked on the flank by
the agile Highlanders under Grant, when they fled.
The English commander, deeming it imprudent to
prosecute the attack further, retired to Charleston and
embarked for the North ; whereupon the Cherokees
10 Parkman, Montcalm and Wolfe, vol. II, p. 151. Encyc.
Brit. 11th ed., vol. 21, p. 681, says: “Grant advanced to a hill
(still known by his name and upon which the courthouse [at
Pittsburgh] now stands) within about a quarter of a mile of
the fort” The Col. Bouquet mentioned is Brig.-Gen. Henry
Bouquet, who, early in the summer of 1765, was put in com-
mand of the Southern military district of the Colonies and died
at Pensacola, headquarters of that district, on September 10,
ten days after his arrival there. See Winsor, Narrative and
Critical History of America, VI, p. 699; see also Campbell,
Historical Sketches of Colonial Florida, pp. 71-74. Gen. Bou-
quet is one of the historic characters of Pennsylvania and it
is the intention of the Historical Commission of that state to
erect a marker at Pensacola in commemoration of him. A
monument was built above his grave soon after his death, but
this has disappeared and the exact location of his burial place
is unknown. The Editor and the Commission would be grateful
for any clue towards determining the spot.
11 Official dispatches, Public Record Office, London.
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again ravaged the frontier and Amherst was earnestly
solicited for the return of the troops withdrawn. T h e
conquest of Canada being now achieved, the Highland
regiment commanded by Grant returned to the Caro-
linas. Together with the colonial militia Grant now
had 2600 men, and after a severe struggle with the
Indians near the site of Montgomery's engagement, he
entirely defeated them, destroyed their towns, ravaged
their cornfields, and forced them into the mountains. 12
The next service of the regiment, the Montgomery
Highlanders, took them to the island of Martinique,
where they arrived on January 8, 1762. Here Grant
served as brigadier in a hotly contested fight which
ended in a British victory. 13 From here he writes a
private letter home (now in the British Museum
MSS.), dated “St. Peters, Martinico, 24 Feby. 1762,”
giving an account of his campaign against the Chero-
kees. 14
There has been some controversy as to what part,
if any, Grant took in the capture of Havana later in
the same year. Anderson in Scottish Nation (vol. II,
p. 362) states that he was second in command there;
but the Dictionary of National Biography denies this
and says that another Grant was the only general offi-
cer of that name present. A private letter among the
manuscripts mentioned dated “Edinburgh, 13 Novr.
1762” says :
. . . . Genl. St. Clair has a letter from Col. Grant from the
Havanah wherein he tells me that he is to come over immedi-
ately to London with Lord Albemarle. . . 
In the same place is a letter of Grant’s written to
12 Spencer, History of the United States, vol. I, pp. 247-8.
See also Winsor, Narr. and Crit. Hist., VI, p. 675, where is re-
produced a map showing that portion of the country with the
locations of the two engagements. See also note 14.
13 Brown, History of the Highlands.
14 It is hoped that this may appear in a future number of
the Quarterly.
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Scotland from London on March 17, 1763 ; hence he
was probably at home when appointed governor of
East Florida on November 1 of that year, and as he
did not begin actual administration until August 24,
1764, 15 he likely spent at least a year in Great Britain.
Though these notes do not include the period of
Grant’s administration of the government of East
Florida, an excerpt from a letter of his written at St.





. . . . . . . . . I flatter myself we may yet meet at Tanmore
and talk over old stories. the Prospect is not very distant
for I have some thoughts of going to Europe in 1770 but if I
do it will be to return again for some years to this country
which I like much. tis a noble climate. . . . . I have in my
garden at this hour when I dare say, all is white & frozen up
about Tanmore, Green Peas & Beans in plenty . . . . and though
this place is in a Southern Latitude at least 28 degrees south
of Ballindaloch the Regiment quartered here has not lost a
man in a twelvemonth. . . . .
J a m e s  G r a n t
On the death of Major William Grant, son of his
elder brother William, James Grant succeeded to the
family estate. His term of office as governor of East
Florida terminated officially on January 25, 1771,
when John Moultrie was commissioned acting-gover-
nor. But this did not end Grant’s military career nor
his acquaintance with America.
The next year, as lieutenant-colonel commanding
15 Brevard and Robertson, A History of Florida from the
Treaty of 1763 to Our Own Times, vol. 1, p. 247.
16 Among the family records there are two deeds executed
by Grant in 1768 and in 1771, recorded by David Yeates, Public
Register, conveying land “situated on the middle Lake of the
St. John’s River, lately called Lake Grant, Lat. 28-35 meridian
of St. Augustine.” The great seal attached shows a fort on
a bluff overlooking the sea. On the reverse are the arms of
George III.
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the 40th Foot in Ireland, he became brevet-colonel. In
1773 and in 1774 he was returned to Parliament; and
in the following year appointed colonel of the 55th
Foot. In 1776 he went to America again, with Howe,
and was in command of two brigades at the battles of
Long Island, Brandywine and Germantown. In May,
1778, he was sent with a large force to cut off Lafay-
ette on the Schuylkill, but failed in this. In December
of the same year he commanded the expeditionary
force which captured St. Lucia in the West Indies, and
successfully resisted the attempts of D’Estaing to re-
take the island. He was there until August 1, 1779,
when he left the place for England. 17 Grant was now
a major-general. He became a lieutenant-general in
1782, and a general in 1796.
His appointment to the colonelcy of the 11th Foot
in 1791 was an honorary one, giving him the patron-
age, i. e., the power to dispose of commissions. He
was governor of Dumbarton Castle, and then of Stir-
ling. Stirling Castle was of some importance in his
day, as it was the key of the Highlands. In 1787,
1790, and in 1801 he was returned to Parliament for
Southerlandshire.
From this time he seems to have lived on his es-
tate ; where in 1792 he built the bridge already men-
tioned, and here and there turned its heath land into
fields of oats and barley. He became a noted bon-
vivant, kept a black cook and a deep cellar, and enter-
tained the great in the land. George III presented
him with his portrait and a set of silver plate, both
now treasured possessions at the castle. General
James Grant died on April 13, 1806, in his eighty-
sixth year, and was buried in a spot chosen by himself
to give the best view of Ballindaloch, which he loved
so well. PHILIP C. TUCKER.
17 Fortescue, History of the British Army.
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